To the Elefors of Shreuybury. 
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Virtue itſelf ſcapes not calumnious ſtrokes. 
SHAKESPERE, 


a 


— ——— — 


GENTLEMEN, 


WW HEN virtuous characters are wantonly and maliciouſly 
attacked, it behoves the“ Friends of Truth,“ who are ſuch, not in name 
only, but in ſiucerity, to reprets fuch malignant affaults, and to ſtand up 
in vindication of injured worth. If you have peruſed ſome fugitive pieces, 
which have lately made their appearance, you cannot be ignorant, Gentlemen, 
that Sir R. Hill, has not only had accuſations lodged againſt him, which 
from his inmoſt foul he abhors ; but one of his accuſers has dared to uſur 
the prerogative of the Great Supreme, and to affirm that Sir R. Hill's 
religion is really not the true religion.” Should the perſon who has aſſerted 
this, be the author of Meaſure tor Meaſure,” he is earneſtly requeſted for 
his own ſake, not to ſuffer that paſſage of Holy Writ, to ſtand in the title 
page of his pamphlet, which has appeared in the advettiſement of it, as it 
will recoil with redoubled force upon himſelf. “ Judge not that ye be not 
judged.” And let him be careful, firſt of all to coutider “the Beam that 
is in his own eye,” before he attempts to“ pull out the Mote that is in 
his brother's eye.” 3 


The writer of the elaborate pamphlet, intitled «“ A Vindication 
of the Character of Sir R. Hill, &c.“ has had a torrent of unmerited abuſe 
poured upon him for his well-timed interference; tho? ſome think the 
character vindicated fo well eſtabliſhed, as ro ſtand in need of no defence. 
Admitting however, for the fake of argument, the juſtneſs of the charge 
of over- officiouſueſs: yet, Gentlemen, your good tenſe I am perſuaded, 
will enable you to diſcriminate, between the open VIN DIe Aron, and the 
maſked T)ETRACTORS of a Gentleman, whole life and actions, are a keen 
and poignant ſatice on thoſe who ſpare no pains to blacken and defame him. 
Let ſuch, eſpecially, who dare to proſtitute, the Sacred Pages, and make 
them the Vehicle of their envy and Malignity, be told, that when 
the name of the wicked ſhall rot, “the righteous ſhall be had in ever- 
laſting remembrance.” 


by If every foible, which may attach to the 6% of characters, b- 


allowed to be expoſed to public view, in order to excite ridicule and co n 
tempt, by thoſe, who, 1t we may judge by the effuſions of their pens, are 
actuated by the moſt 1nveterate rancour and malice, in what an odious light 
would the ſhades of thoſe who are at the beſt of characters appear, were a 
luminous ray ever to reflect upon them! But recrimination apart— 
« He who willingly extends his credulity to the belief of calumnies,” as a 
prelate- of our excellent church obſerves, * 1s a wicked man or a fool.” — 
To you Gentlemen, I again appeal, and as ſome empiricks ſay, “ Taſte, try, 
compare, and judge.” Avail yourtelves of this maxim: And let that 
Candidate have your ſuffrages, who is the mott determined friend of Religion 
and Virtue; of our moſt excellent Conſtitution ; the avowed enemy of all 
Ariftocratic Influence; aud the warmeſt advocate for the Abolition of the 
Slave-T##de, the reſtoration of Peace, and the total demolition of rotten 
Boroughs. 
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